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Edmonton, Alberta, 
November 15, 1943. 


To His Honour, 
J. C. Bowen, 


Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Alberta. 


SIR: 
I have the honour to transmit herewith the Report of the Depart- 
ment of Municipal Affairs for the year 1942. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 


C. E. GERHART, 
Minister of Municipal Affairs. 
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OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY MINISTER 


November 15th, 1943. 


Hon. C. E. GERHART, 
Minister of Municipal Affairs, 


Edmonton, Alberta. 


SIR: 


I have the honour to submit herewith the Thirty-first Annual 
Report of the Department of Municipal Affairs for the year 1942. 


ita 
LEGISLATION 


No legislation was placed on the Statutes of the Province during 
1943 affecting the Municipalities or the Department. 


STATISTICAL INFORMATION 


The statistical information contained in this Report is compiled 
from financial statements furnished by the various Cities, Towns, 
Villages and Municipal Districts, and covers the calendar year 1942. 
Information regarding Improvement Districts is taken from de- 
partmental records and covers the fiscal year from April 1st, 1942, to 
March 3l1st, 1943. 

Cities (7) 


There has been no change in the number of cities. 


The upward trend in population continues, the increase being 
9,332 over 1941. 


Assessment.—Land assessment for the second successive year 
shows a slight increase, while all other assessments, particularly that 
upon buildings and improvements, have also increased. In total 
there has been an increase in assessment of $3,668,849. 


Taxation.—Reversing the trend of the past few years, the current 
tax levy shows a slight increase, being $77,980.50 over that of 1941. — 
Tax collections, excluding discounts on current taxes, have again 
increased over that reported in 1941, being $15,156.24. Total tax 
collections amount to 111.07% of the current levy. 


Debentures.—There has been a decrease of $2,510,686.94 in out- 
standing debentures from the amount reported in 1941, while cash 
and investments in the Sinking Fund show a decrease of $653,444.85. 


Temporary Loans.—Outstanding temporary loans at December 
31st, 1942, were $63,000.00, a reduction of $301,364.36 from that re- 
ported in 1941. 

Towns (952) 


The figures in this Report refer to 51 towns only, as the Town 
of Lloydminster reports direct to the Province of Saskatchewan. 
The town of Big Valley was reduced in status to that of a Village 
in 1942, which accounts for the reduction of one in the number of 
towns reporting. 
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Assessment.—All classes of assessment, except special, show 
increases over that reported in 1941. The increase in total amounted 
to $555,516.00, 

Taxation.—The 1942 tax levy was increased $5,242.40 over that 
of 1941, while collections show an increase of $6,072.16. 

Tax collections were 101.6% of the current levy, this being the 
second year in succession that collections have exceeded the levy. 

Receipts.—Increase in receipts are reported under Cash and 
Bank Balance at beginning of year, Taxes, Utilities, Assets Sold, 
_and Trust Taxes collected, while decreases are reflected in Advances 
and Charges repaid, Municipal Revenue other than Taxes, Deben- 
tures, Loans and Sundry. The total increase in receipts amounted 
to $1,389.22. 

Payments.—Payments showing increases are under Administra- 
tion, Debentures and Sundry, while all other payments show de- 
creases. Principal decreases are shown under Grants, Aid, Relief 
and Health—$11,673.94, Public Works—$42,857.47, Utilities— 
$12,791.57, and Loans—$42,052.24. The largest single increase in 
payments—$52,005.82—that reported under Loans, is mainly ac- 
counted for by purchase of Victory Bonds which is included in 
Sundry. 

Assets.—A very substantial increase of $114,647.03 in Municipal 
Bank Balance, Cash and Securities is reported. Little change is 
shown in other assets in 1942 as compared with 1941, with the 
exception of Debenture Assets, which have decreased $75,529.71 
and Uncollected Municipal Taxes which show a decrease of 
$309,162.24. 

Liabilities —Total Liabilities have decreased $211,379.77 from 
the amount reported in 1941, which is mainly accounted for by de- 
creases in Accounts Payable, Debentures, Loans, Trust Taxes and 
Sundry Trust liabilities. Increases of liabilities are shown under 
Outstanding Municipal Cheques, Sundry Municipal and Utilities. 

Loans and Debentures.—No Debentures were issued during 
1942, while the debentures outstanding have decreased $147,472.78 
during the year. Unpaid Temporary Loans at December 31st, 1942, 
have decreased $17,740.54 from the amount outstanding at Decem- 
ber 31st, 1941. 

Villages (145) 

The Town of Big Valley was reduced in status to that of a 
Village and the Village of Entwistle was dissolved, which were the 
only changes in Villages during the year 1942. 

The figures in this Report refer to 145 Villages only, as the 
Village of Grouard is under process of disorganization and no 
financial statement is consequently available. 

Assessment.—All classes of assessment, except that upon land 
which has increased slightly, show substantial increases in 1942 
over that reported for 1941, buildings and improvements assessment 
having increased $444, 522, business tax assessment increased 
$115,146, and special assessments reflect an increase of $225,750. 
In total ihe increase is $815,557. | 

Taxation.—The current levy shows an increase of $3,225.62, 
while collections have increased $17,571.87 over the figures reported 
in 1941. 
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The percentage of collections to the current levy was 104.8%, 
which is by far the best record of collections since this information 
was first compiled in 1926, and is the second year in succession that 
total collections have been greater than the current levy. 


Receipts.—Increase in receipts are reported under every heading 
except Advances and Charges Repaid and Loans. The greater in- 
creases being in Municipal Tax Receipts $17,156.52, Cash and Bank 
Balance Beginning of Year $15,138.26, and Trust Tax Collections 
$26,258.79. 3 


Payments.—The largest increase in payments is shown under 
Sundry, amounting to $21,501.11, which is partly accounted for by 
purchase of Victory Bonds. Trust Taxes remitted have increased 
$16,813.63 and Social Services payments $5,823.92. Decreases are 
reported under Grants, Aid and Relief, etc., $6,692.14 and Public 
Works $9,660.18. All other payments in 1942 remain approximately 
the same as compared with 1941. 


Assets.—Total Assets again show an increase, being $60,561.02 
over that reported in the previous year. Principal increases have 
taken place in Municipal Bank Balance, Cash and Securities, Fixed 
Assets and Uncollected Trust Taxes which have increased $49,642.56, 
$17,596.28 and $33,553.82 respectively. The only decreases of any 
account were in Uncollected Municipal Taxes of $38,258.37 and 
Sundry Municipal Assets of $7,484.99. 


Liabilities—Total Liabilities show an increase of $18,264.58, 
which is accounted for by an increase of $44,289.86 in Uncollected 
Trust Taxes, all other liabilities having decreased in 1942 from 
amounts reported in 1941. Principal decreases being shown under 
Accounts Payable $16,114.98 and Sundry Municipal $13,783.70. 


Loans and Debentures.-—Debenture liability has been reduced 
$1,559.49 in 1942 from the amount reported in 1941, with no new 
issues during 1942. Unpaid Temporary Loans show a reduction of 


$314.76. 
Municipal Districts (133) 


_ Considerable changes have been effected in Municipal Districts 
due to the Government’s policy in enlarging these districts, which 
was begun in 1942. Fifteen complete Municipal Districts, plus parts 
of two other Municipal Districts and certain Improvement Districts 
or parts thereof, were amalgamated to form ten new enlarged 
Municipal Districts. The net decrease in Municipal Districts in 
1942 from those reporting in 1941 was therefore 10. 


Assessment.—The total net assessment shows an increase of 
$3,376,967.00 which is mainly accounted for by certain Improvement 
Districts being included in enlarged Municipal Districts. 

Taxation.—The 1942 current levy has decreased $23,258.37 from 
the figure reported in 1941, while collections have decreased 
$61,240.76. Arrears of Taxes show a further decrease of $168,845.60. 

Tax collections have again been greater than the current levy 
by 103.6%. 

Receipts.—Principal increases in receipts are shown for Cash 
and Bank Balance at beginning of year of $254,625.04, Municipal 
Revenue other than Taxes of $52,672.86 and Sundry $61,091.73. 
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Decreases in receipts are reported under Municipal Tax Receipts of 
$48,552.13 and Advances and Charges Repaid of $39,357.29. 


Payments.—Increases are shown for payments under Protection 
of Person and Property of $1,784.82, Social Services of $26,207.91, 
Public Works of $59,760.15, and Sundry of $77,413.79. This latter 
increase is mainly accounted for by purchase of Victory Bonds. 
Decreases in payments are reported under Administration of 
$3,815.83, Grants, Aid, Relief, etc., of $33,456.90, and Loans of 
$96,803.64. 


Assets.—Total Assets show an increase of $165,817.11, principal 
increases being shown under Bank Balance and Cash on Hand of 
$343,469.24 and Fixed Assets of $80,646.22. Assets which have 
decreased, include Uncollected Municipal Taxes, a decrease of - 
$161,688.97, and Sundry $10,945.94. 


Liabilities.—Total liabilities again this year show a substantial 
decrease of $295,904.61. Liabilities for Account Payable General de- 
creased $30,341.48, Social Services $76,003.81, Health $26,414.18, 
Unemployment Relief $9,999.64, Deferred Liabilities $115,731.43, 
Municipal Loans $12,321.56, and Sundry Liabilities $8,443.68. The 
only liability showing an increase in 1942 over the figure reported 
for 1941 was Due to Trust Funds in an amount of $5,733.65. 


Loans.—Loans outstanding again show a decrease from amounts 
reported in 1941, the decrease in Seed Grain loans being $62,263.85, 
Municipal $12,321.56, School $85,692.26, and Hospital $1,772.95. 


Mill Rate —In 1942; 95 Municipal Districts’ mill rates remained 
the same as in 1941, in 19 Municipal Districts the mill rates were 
higher, and in 19 Municipal Districts the mill rates were lower. 


The average mill rate in 1942 was 10.48, a slight decrease from 
the 1941 average mill rate of 10.68. 


Cash receipts of Improvement Districts Trust Account amounted 
to $711,749.18, an increase of $120,680.00 over that of 1941. Pay- 
ments in the year 1942 totalled $568,041.86, which represents an 
increase of $70,798.77 as against the 1941 payments. 


Total Assets of $2,047,361.58 in 1942 show an increase of 
$62,359.77 over that of 1941, while total liabilities of $1,596,496.14 
in 1942 show a decrease of $123, 494.71. 


The comparative Improvement District School Division Tax 
Statement covers the years 1938 to 1942 (inclusive). The number of 
School Divisions requisitioning on Improvement Districts has in- 
creased as follows: 1937, 8 Divisions; 1938, 11 Divisions; 1939, 26 
Divisions; 1940, 28 Divisions; 1941, 30 Divisions; and 1942, 32 
Divisions. There were 130 Improvement Districts partially or 
wholly within the boundaries of School Divisions in the year 1942 
as compared with 124 in the year 1941. 

The comparative Improvement Districts Municipal Hospital Tax 
Statement covers the years 1938 to 1942 (inclusive). In the years 
1938 to 1942 (inclusive), 10 Municipal Hospital Districts made re- 
quisitions on Improvement Districts. There were 35 Improvement 
Districts partially or wholly within the boundaries of Municipal 
Hospital Districts in the year 1942. 


ANNUAL REPORT, 1942 9 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS 


The comparative statements for cities, towns, villages and muni- 
cipal districts for the past five years have again been brought up to 
date, and may we again state that in some instances these state- 
ments do not contain as many headings as the detailed statements 
for the cities, towns. villages and municipal districts, and it will be 
necessary in some instances to refer to the individual statements. 


On September 5th, 1942, this Department suffered a very severe 
loss through the death of Joseph Renshaw, Chief Municipal 
Inspector. 

Mr. Renshaw joined the staff on August 14th, 1929, as a Special 
Inspector and for the past ten years discharged the duties of Chief 
Municipal Inspector, during which time he was very active in the 
preparation of this Report. 

On August 10th, 1936, he was appointed Acting Deputy Minister 
to act at any time during my absence. 

In 1938 he was appointed a member of the Alberta Hail Insur- 
ance Board, and his knowledge of the municipalities made him par- 
ticularly valuable during the years of organization. 

Before he joined the Department he had approximately twenty 
years experience as a Municipal District Secretary-Treasurer, a 
Village Secretary-Treasurer, and Chairman of a School Board, and 
was recognized for many years as an authority in Municipal law 
and administration. 

In addition, he was for a considerable time a Justice of the Peace 
in the Rimbey area. 

He was respected and looked up to by everyone who had any 
connection with municipal affairs in this Province. 


Respectfully submitted, 


A. SOUTTER, 
Deputy Minister. 
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